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Bombay would carry everything before them. With his passing, a
few weeks before the holding of the session, the way was made
smooth for the amendment of the constitution, and the Nationalists
walked in. Their triumph was speedy and complete. When the next
split took place, it was the Moderates who had to walk out. How far
the history of these times would have been differently written, if- the
old lion had been alive, it would be idle to speculate. It is significant,
however, that the union should have come about only when the
strong purpose, the clear vision and the unbending will which had
so long stood between the two contending factions were no more.
With the death of Pherozeshah, the party he had so long led dis-
appeared as a political force, and a tide of militant nationalism
swept the country and drowned the voice of reason and moderation.
It was at such a momentous period in the history of India, and
while his hand was still on the pulse of civic and national life that
Pherozeshah passed away. It was his good fortune not to lag super-
fluous on the stage, and he died while still in the plenitude of his
powers.
The first symptoms of a definite breakdown were noticed in June
1914, when his heart began to give trouble. His connection with the
Central Bank at a time when it was passing through a severe
financial crisis, and the close personal supervision he exercised over
the conduct of The Bombay Chronicle^ which he regarded as the last
achievement of his career, had added greatly to the burden 00 his
overladen shoulders, and told heavily on his system. Physically a
nervous man, Pherozeshah shrank from an examination by any
specialist, and treated the complaint with various BQSOTUBS sug-
gested to him from time to time. A friend's i^ecx>0HBeachttioa bid
succeeded in inducing even an application of Oriental Balm! Glad-
stone once said of Bright that "fee did nothing he shotdd do &>
preserve his health, and everything he should not." That was fa a
sense true of Pherozeshah as well. He was extitemeiy careful in Ms
habits, and sometimes absurdly punctilious. And yet, when things
went wrong, GO man so trifled with his health as he.
After keeping out of Bombay for practically the latter half of
1914, he returned to the Qty in the January of the following year,
very little better for the comparative test he had enjoyed foc six ksag